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Kelly was just 16 when she realized she was pregnant. She hid the pregnancy from friends, family, and
even from herself for the first six months — wearing baggy sweatshirts even as the weather turned
hot. When school let out for the summer she realized she had to do something. She was relieved
when she finally told her parents and discovered that they were incredibly supportive. They asked
her “what do YOU want to do?”

Even though her boyfriend’s family was pushing her to raise the baby, Kelly knew in her heart
that she was too young. She began looking into adoption, and contacted FRC. She instantly felt
comfortable talking with Kendra, who became her birthparent counselor. Kendra explained the
process of adoption and the many choices a birthmother can make. Kelly liked the idea that she
could choose the adoptive family, but was undecided about how much contact she wanted to have
after the baby was born. At their next visit Kendra toted a suitcase full of albums for Kelly to review.

When Kelly opened the second album and saw the photos of Mike and Julie, she said “that’s them.” As
she read the profile she became even more convinced, but Kendra insisted she go though at least twenty
more. Kendra suggested that Kelly choose two families, because the first couple was strongly in favor of an
open adoption. Kelly chose a second couple who wanted limited contact, only letters and photos, and she agreed
to meet both.

Kendra first set up a meeting with Mike and Julie that included their case worker, Kelly and her parents, and the birth
father and his parents. When Kelly met Mike and Julie, she felt sure they were the
right choice, and she made her decision. They met several more times before Kelly’s
due date, and she invited them to be at the hospital for the birth. When Matthew came

into the world, he was welcomed by Kelly’s parents, the birth father and his family, Kendra, §
Mike and Julie.

There were many tears when it was time to leave. Matthew went home with Julie and Mike,
while Kelly went home with her parents. Since then she has graduated from high school and
started attending college. Matthew is now two, and Kelly, Julie and Mike have agreed to stay in
touch. Kelly visits with Matthew often - at least once a month. Being too young to understand
the concept of birtmother, he knows her simply as “Kelly.” When he does understand, he will
also know that she loved him so much — she gave him the gift of a stable, caring, forever family.




Even before Penny and George got married, they both liked the idea of adoption. When it came time to

actively pursue the idea, Penny’s nurse practitioner steered her toward FRC saying “if you’re considering

adoption, I know a great agency...” The couple attended an Intro session and immediately liked the

agency’s straightforward approach. Richard made it clear that “IFRC is not here to find you a child;

we are here to support birthmothers and find children loving homes.” FRC’s philosophy of
empowering birthmothers to make choices resonated with both Penny and George, and they
decided to enter the Domestic Adoption Program.

The hardest part of the process was creating their parent profile and writing the birthmother

letter. How do you communicate who you are and what you have to offer in a way that is com-
pelling and realistic; that differentiates you from all the other families? Ben Friedman’s advice was
simple: “Be yourselves”. No one can predict what a birthmother will find appealing. It may be

the fact that you play the flute and they always wanted to; it may be that you both love dogs; it could
be that she simply likes your picture and feels an instant connection.

Penny and George created a profile that was authentic and sincere, then tried to prepare themselves for
all the risks that go along with domestic adoption: waiting years to be chosen; never being chosen; being
chosen and then having the birthmother change her mind; worrying that taking a vacation could mean
missing the opportunity to meet with a birthmother...

@
&
<

\&\® In mid-December, while visiting George’s family in Connecticut, they received a call from their social worker, Gail,
GQ telling them to get back to Chicago! A birthmother had chosen their profile, and the baby boy had been born on
December the 8th. She wanted to meet the couple and make a decision before
Christmas. In a daze of joy, disbelief and apprehension they flew home — and ran
around in a panic having the car seat installed, buying formula and praying that it
would all go smoothly.

On December 19th, at 6:30 pm Penny and George held their son for the very first time.

They met his birth mother, her five year old son, and the baby’s birth grandmother. It was
an intensely emotional, moving experience for everyone. Penny and George, overwhelmed,
looked into “the most beautiful face we ever saw”. The birthmother tearfully expressed: “all I
really want is for someone to love my baby.” Looking at Penny and George gazing down in
wonder at their precious son — she knew her baby boy would be cherished.

At that first meeting, the baby’s birth grandmother suggested the name Gabriel. Penny and
George thought about it overnight, and agreed it was the perfect name for the little angel who
came into their lives at Christmas.




Jett and Jan met when they were each near 40, so early in the relationship they discussed the subject of children.
Both wanted a family, and after marrying in 2003 they decided to “try” for a year or so, and then move on
to the possibility of adoption. They attended a seminar hosted by Resolve where Jane Turner gave a
general overview of adoption, comparing domestic and international, and covering the various coun-
tries and specific requirements.

Jett and Jan were both sold on working with Jane and FRC, and decided to pursue international

adoption though the China Program. A college friend of Jan’s had adopted two daughters from

China, and the couple liked the predictability and fairness of the process. Fees were predeter-
mined, and once you completed the home study and dossier preparation, it was just a matter of
submitting the documents and waiting for a referral.

For most, that waiting period is grueling. Tracking the time frames on various websites, wondering if
your child has already been born, hoping that she is being well cared for. During their 19 month wait,
Jett completed his first year as a teacher following a mid-life career change. The couple moved from a
condo to a house, and tried to prepare for parenthood. On Saturday June 6, the day before their third anni-
versary, they received a call from Jane. Jan still laughs as she recalls Jane describing the referral photos: “She
looks like a — nice - gitl.” The couple raced to Jane’s house in Glenview to pick up their referral packet and pour
over the photos. They describe the experience of sitting on the porch,
surrounded by the song of cicadas, as spiritual, magical and moving,

Late in July, armed with suitcases full of formula, diapers, toys, scabies cream,
lice shampoo, a host of “in case” medications - and an enormous amount of
anticipation and trust - they boarded a plane for the 20 hour trip to China.

On July 29th Jeff, Jan and Zoe Ni Tai became a family in a noisy crowded room at the
Jianxi Province Civil Affairs office in Nanchang, China. Five months later, they both
agree they have the daughter they were meant to have. Zoe is healthy, playful, and a source
of constant laughter and joy.

Jetft and Jan were thrilled to meet each other and fall in love. Both reveled in the feeling of
warmth, connectedness and profound happiness that comes with being in love. Four years later, as they discuss parenthood, they describe
it as “this whole other falling in love process.” Itis a process filled with a giddy sense of amazement and a profound sense of gratitude.
It is a process that will continue for a lifetime.



One of the areas of greatest opportunity and challenge for many adoption agencies is Search and Reunion. As FRC
approaches its 20th anniversary a growing number of individuals, from both the adoptive family and birth family’s side
of the ledger, are asking for help obtaining information and assistance with intra-family contacts. In fiscal 2007 we
had more inquires than ever before, and we expect that trend to continue.

Many adoptive families originally came to us thinking that they just wanted to adopt a child. They did not want
to have anything to do with their child’s birth mother, birth father, biological grandparents, or siblings. This
is akin to getting married and saying “I want nothing to do with my spouse’s parents, aunts, uncles or
siblings.” It may be possible, but it’s not terribly realistic. When someone adopts, places a child (or abandons

a child), or is adopted — their extended family network expands to encompass all the families connected
through the adopted child.

At some point in their lives, it is natural for an adopted child to be interested in their biological roots. That inter-
est may lead to a desire to connect with their birth family, as it did with a 14 year old girl this past spring. Her
adoptive parents sought FRC’s assistance in reuniting their daughter with her birth mother.

At the time she placed her daughter for adoption, birth mom was already raising a two year old son. Over the years
she improved her circumstances through hard work and study, and was now happily married to a man who was not the
father of her children. FRC was able to contact her and facilitated the exchange of e-mails. The adoptive parents gave their
daughter direct access to her birth mother, and e-mails soon led to phone calls, and a decision on the part of all the parents
to meet.

The reunion took place on a Saturday afternoon at Navy Pier in Chicago. When the daughter and her birth mother saw each other
for the first time they approached one another and without speaking a word, embraced and wept. Over the next 48 hours sister got to
know brother, mothers got to meet eye to eye, and both mothers and daughter learned new things about each other.

About six weeks after the meeting the FRC social worker contacted the adoptive family to see how things
were going. The father reported that things were pretty much back to normal and shared his feelings about
the event: “You know, I’ve been with my daughter since she was two days old. I love her from the bottom

of my heart. She is the light of my life. And, over the years, I have seen her bursting with joy maybe ten times.
I don’t mean your every day kind of happy, I mean — really really happy. And seeing my daughter meet her birth
mother was one of those times. As a father, nothing gives me greater joy than to see my daughter feeling happy.

How could I feel anything but good, knowing that meeting her birth mother gave her such happiness?” He went
on to say, “Now, maybe the experience was different for my wife — because our daughter was meeting her birth
mother. Maybe, if she had been meeting her birth father, I would have had a different experience.”
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Family Resource Center remains committed to helping children and families navigate the life-long excperience of adoption. In response to the growing number of search and reunion
inquiries, this past year we designated two staff people to focus on this area and established a formal procedure to process and respond to requests. We are happy to assist anyone
interested in exploring biological family connections.
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http://www.f-r-c.org/docs/FRC_FinStmt093007Issued012508.pdf
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